
APRIL 29, 2018 T  8:30 &  11A.M. 

 
  

5th Sunday of Easter 
 

2 Timothy:If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 

John 14:23 

 

 ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
CHARLOTTE  ï  NORTH CAROLINA                             LCMS 

Philip  and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
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First Time Here? Welcome!  
 
Our Ushers and Greeters are 
glad to assist you and answer 
any questions you may have 
about your visit. 
Please make yourself at home. 
 

 To access the Restrooms: exit the 
sanctuary and go left, then turn right 
and follow the carpeted hallway. 
Refer to the map at left. 
 

 The Nursery for children ages 3 and 
under is located across the hallway 
from the restrooms. If your child 
becomes restless during worship, 
please feel free to take them into the 
nursery, where a care attendant is 
present during morning worship 
services. The worship service can be 
seen and heard from the nursery. A 
baby-changing table is available in the 
accessible restroom. 
 

 Assistive Listening Devices are 
available for check-out from the 
sound booth in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  
 

 Activity Bags for children, which 
include coloring books and crayons, 
are available for borrowing during 
worship. Help yourself to one: they 
are located on the coat hooks next to 
the restrooms.  

 

May the Lord be good to you through His Word.   
Your being here is a witness & blessing to us all!  
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SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 
We are so glad that you are here!  This is Godôs House and He put 
the wiggle in children, so please feel completely at home at 
Ascension and try these tips from parents whoôve gone before you: 
 

Sit towards the front:  Young children canôt see whatôs going 
on if they sit in the back, so we welcome you to sit where 
children can easily see the procession, note the colors, and 
watch the pastor and musicians. 
 
Participate joyfully! Your child will model your actions. Sing, fold your hands for prayer, stand, sit, 
and kneel. Bring them to the Communion rail for a blessing. Know that he or she watches 
everything that you do. 

 
Active Looking and Listening: Help your child listen for a key word, such as Jesus, God, or love. 
Look ahead in the readings for words that will be used often today.  Have them look for crosses and 
other reminders of Jesus and His Good News. 

 
Explain the Service:  Familiarize each other with whatôs going on. Encourage them to participate by 
saying and praying their parts: ñAmen. Lord have mercy.  I believeé Our Father...ò Ascension at Prayer 
allows you to learn songs and prayers ahead of time so that children recognize them as theirs.  

 
If You and Your Child Must Leave: There is a nursery for emergencies, but please come back.  
What we do here promises to engage your children little-by-little and shape them powerfully and 
forever. 
 

If you need help, just ask! We are here to serve Jesus who said, ñLet the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.ò (Luke 18:16) 

 
ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION  

 
Our greatest desire is to share in the blessing of the Lordôs Supper with you!  Since this 
meal unites us spiritually by faith in the Word of God, we ask that you come having 
prepared your heart. Please read the following questions. If your answer to each is 
ñYesò then joyfully receive the Lordôs gift in His Sacrament. 

Ã Do you come to the Lordôs Table for assurance of forgiveness, healing from doubt and 
shame, and to receive Godôs gift of a holy life and reconciliation through Jesus? 

Ã Have you been baptized and confirmed (or otherwise made public confession of your 
Christian Faith)?  

Ã Do you believe Jesusô words, that the bread and the wine are, in fact, His own body and 
blood, given and shed for you? 

If your answer to a question is ñNoò, we invite you to join our study of Godôs Word between services. 
The pastorôs class regularly provides instruction for Holy Communion.  Please approach our pastors 
anytime for clarification or direction.  
In the meantime, we invite you to come forward to the rail during communion and receive a blessing by 
folding your hands over your heart. If you choose to remain seated, please join us in praying for the day 
when God removes all our divisions. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Service Book No. 537 

  

WELCOME &  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The assembly stands. 

INVOCATION  
P  In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
C  Amen.  
 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Let us share a sign of peace and greeting with one another. 

The assembly greets one another with the peace of the Lord. 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
During the hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross as it processes in. 

O Blessed Spring 
Lutheran Service Book No. 595 

 
CONFESSION &  ABSOLUTION Psalm 51:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

The assembly sits or kneels.  

We observe a moment of silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  
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We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T  Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

The assembly stands. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise 
Lutheran Service Book No. 946 

 
SALUTATION &  COLLECT OF THE DAY 

L  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you.  

 
L Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love 
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many 
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

The assembly sits 

 

CHILDRENôS MESSAGE 
 
THE FIRST LESSON  Acts 8:26-40 (ESV)
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ñRise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.ò This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, 
a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
And the Spirit said to Philip, ñGo over and join this chariot.ò So Philip ran to him and heard him 
reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, ñDo you understand what you are reading?ò And he said, ñHow 
can I, unless someone guides me?ò And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage 
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of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 
ñLike a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he opens not his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.ò 
And the eunuch said to Philip, ñAbout whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?ò Then Philip opened his mouth and beginning with this Scripture he told him the 
good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, ñSee, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?ò And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 150 
O Sing to the Lord 
Lutheran Service Book No. 808 

 

EPISTLE LESSON  1 John 4:1-11, 12-21 (ESV) 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not 
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the 
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 
so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If 
anyone says, ñI love God,ò and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
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L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

ALLELUIA  
Lutheran Service Book No. 952 
 

Verse: We know that Christ, being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. Repeat Alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8 (ESV) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

ñI am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are 
clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
 
 P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

The assembly sits. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
At the Lambôs High Feast We Sing 
Lutheran Service Book No. 633 

 
SERMON  

Now We are Part of that Country Rev. Steven Newberg 

The assembly stands. 

APOSTLESô CREED  
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T  everlasting. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

L  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For the whole Church on earth and for all pastors, teachers, deacons, musicians, 

servants, worshippers and saints of Christ, that the Holy Spirit would give us the joy 
of singing the new song, a hymn of resurrection victory in Christ, our Savior, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For the president, Congress and all who make, administer or judge our laws, that our 

common life might be conformed to the will of God, let us pray to the Lord:  
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For our parish, that God would make us an outpost of the age to come, living already 

in this fallen world from the joys of a life that death cannot destroy, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  For those who travel, for pregnant women and young mothers, for the lonely and 

afflicted, for those suffering from addiction, for those who mourn, and for those in 
need of healing, especiallyéthat our heavenly Father would protect, nourish, sustain 
and restore them, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For those who come to the feast of Christôs body and blood this day, that preserved 

from unbelief and impenitence, they may receive forgiveness of all sin and experience 
a foretaste of the feast to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For those who have fallen asleep in the sure hope of the resurrection to eternal life, let 

us offer our praise to God, asking Him to give us our portion with all His saints in 
light, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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C  Amen. 

The assembly sits. 

If you have not already, please fill out the red attendance booklet at the end of your pew.  

OFFERING VOLUNTARY 
Now the Green Blade Rises        John M. C. Crum 

The assembly stands. 

OFFERTORY 
Goodness is Stronger than Evil 

 
 

Please refer to Page 3 of the service folder to prepare for Holy Communion. 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying 
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  

 
SANCTUS 

Holy is the Lord 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 
 
LORDôS PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C   Our Father, Who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  


